Zoe Ordway, Foresthill High School

| have lived in the town of Foresthill my entire life, which sits between the North and Middle
Fork Canyons of the American River. Some of my earliest childhood memaories are of my family
and | taking hikes down Mckeon Ponderosa Road toward the middle fork below Todds Valley,
where we would have picnics and enjoy the fields of wildflowers. We would spend the
afternoon down there, just enjoying the beautiful scenery and the peacefulness of the

environment around us.

As | grew up, | would not only spend time with my parents and sister in the canyons, but with
my late grandfather as well. He absolutely loved to be outdoors, and was always spending time
hiking, running, and kayaking throughout the American River canyons. | often think back on the
fond memories of him taking my sister and | kayaking with him on Lake Clementine, and
enjoying a serene day out on the water. One of my favorite memories there is of the first time |
ever saw a golden eagle. We were kayaking with my grandpa on the lake in the early morning
hours, and the eagle flew over the water, landing in a pine tree above. This memory has stayed

with me forever, and truly captures the beauty of the American River canyons.

As | have been able to enjoy these beautiful canyons, | have noticed the increase in the amount
of pollution on the trails, on the banks of the river, and in the water. | have been able to
participate in a river clean-up day with PARC, as well as clean-up days for surrounding
watersheds with other local environmental organizations. These experiences have shown me
the immense volume of trash that is left behind in the American River canyons, and | have felt
both emotions of sadness seeing all of the litter that is removed, and joy at how many
volunteers donate their time to preserve the integrity of the environment that surrounds our

homes.

| believe that these canyons should be protected so future generations can enjoy them as well.
This can be done by educating visitors on the impacts that they have on their local watershed. |
obtained a grant that is helping to fund a project to install education signage along the trails in

the American River Confluence area, which will explain the impacts that erosion, pet waste, and



litter have on the American River. | will also place a sign educating visitors on what a watershed

is, and what they can do to help preserve their local watershed.

The canyons that surround my hometown have molded me into the person that | am today, and
| am thankful that they have been protected by the generations before me so that they can still
be enjoyed. It is important to care for the canyons so future generations can make new
memories in the areas that have had such a major impact on my life and the lives of so many

others.
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