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Protect American River Canyons: Stewardship, Advocacy, and Future Preservation

The American River and its canyons have always been an integral part of my life, and | care
deeply about preserving these natural treasures for future generations. Growing up in El
Dorado Hills, I've been fortunate to have Folsom Reservoir at the end of my street, providing
me with constant access to the beauty of the American River watershed. From hiking to
boating, I've experienced a profound appreciation for the land, wildlife, and water that flows

through this region from the Tahoe National Forest.

The significance of the American River and its canyons cannot be overstated. This area is not
only a vital ecological resource but also a cultural and recreational hub that attracts over
1,000,000 visitors yearly. Protect American River Canyons (PARC) aligns with my commitment
to preserving these vital landscapes. PARC's efforts are inspiring, particularly work on
safeguarding the North Fork and opposing harmful projects like the Auburn Dam. PARC's role in
organizing clean-up events, educational outreach, and advocating for crucial funding is a

testament to the importance of community-driven conservation.

My education began with my AP Environmental Science class and my leadership soon followed.
In 2023, | founded The Birdie to Birdie Project, a crowd-science initiative to fuse golfers with
their local environment in support of The Great Backyard Bird Count. | invite golfers to count
bird names beyond their golf game for this annual event, which helps scientists better
understand bird migrations around the world. | just finished the second year of being on the
website's official map, in partnership with Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the Audubon Society.
Over 100 bird species, like raptors, waterfowl, and songbirds, can be found throughout the

American River habitat.

Additionally, I've taken this passion for environmental stewardship to fundraise for Sierra
Wildlife Rescue (SWR) with their Annual Baby Shower and bird rehabilitation efforts. From

creating fliers and posting around town to developing online webpages on Nextdoor and



Sacramento's Big Day of Giving, | raised 400% of my individual goal toward the total $10,000

fundraised for SWR's wildlife education and rescue.

PARC's advocacy mirrors my commitment to preserving these lands for future generations. In
my AP Government class this semester, | am contacting U.S. Congressman Tom McClintock's
office about increasing funding for our forests and canyons. With the devastation from fires
becoming such a common factor in my lifetime, | was compelled to make a difference. Raising

awareness to protect our local ecosystems aligns with PARC's mission.

The future of the American River and its canyons depends on the collective action of
individuals, organizations, and communities. Protecting these lands is essential not only for
their ecological health, which is home to countless species of wildlife but also for the
generations to come who will have the opportunity to experience the beauty and serenity that
I've cherished throughout my life. By supporting PARC's continuing efforts in environmental
education and conservation, we can ensure that the American River remains a vibrant,

protected space for all.
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