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The best memories | have with my family take place at our property in Placerville, which gives
us access to almost our own part of the American River. The terrain of our property is rugged,
making it difficult to reach by most; however, this seclusion is what makes our property so
special. One of the most memorable moments I've had the privilege of experiencing was thanks

to the wildlife the American River attracts.

A couple of years ago, my dad and | decided to take our old but newly fixed boat to an island in
the middle of the river. But before we even boarded the boat, we encountered a Canadian
goose on the shore. For some unknown reason, the goose became fascinated with us and
followed us everywhere. For over an hour, the goose was determined to stay by our side, even
hopping onto the boat with us as we tried to escape its pursuit. This bizarre but endearing
moment allowed me to appreciate not only the experiences the river provides me but also the
connections we can make with nature. It reminded me why it's so important to protect these

rivers, not only for our enjoyment but also to help in preserving the homes of wildlife.

However, over time, I've noticed the negative effects humans have on these rivers, primarily
through pollution. With each year that comes, | see more trash floating in the river, as well as
litter on the shores by the few people who do have access to the river. My family and | work
hard to protect the rivers, not just through clean-up efforts but by doing our best to control
erosion. We seed the land to increase vegetation, build retaining walls, and create channels to
improve water flow. So when we see the effects of the carelessness of others, | only feel a

greater drive to educate others of the negative effects they have on our rivers.

Ideals like these are taught through Scouting, which | joined when | was 11 (Scouts officially
allowed girls in 2019). This organization has reinforced the importance of ideals like being
"clean" and "thrifty" in my life. Through Scouting, I've participated in and led many

conservation-focused activities, like organizing trash cleanups around local rivers and lakes.

Scouting has forever changed my view regarding the environment, including how it is our duty

as citizens to combat these issues. | believe that through better education, people can see the



harmful effects their careless actions have on wildlife and, ultimately, on humans. Whenever
I'm outdoors, | make sure to carry these Scouting principles with me, making sure to avoid
accidentally polluting the rivers and by making sure "l leave no trace behind". The American
River and its canyons are not just a place for family memories but are an essential part of our
environment. Protecting the rivers is crucial, and | believe education plays a key role, as my own

experience demonstrates how understanding such effects can make a difference.
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